AIMS
Expressive arts and design
The objectives within the Early Years Foundation Stage framework for Expressive Arts and Design are organised into two groups;

i) Exploring and using media and materials

ii) Being imaginative 
Exploring and using media and materials:
Our aims at teaching and learning of Exploring Media and Materials are that children will begin to:
. Start listening to and join in with songs and rhymes.

. Show an interest in the way musical instruments sound and explore how sounds can be changed.

. Move rhythmically and initiate movement in response to music, joining in with dancing and ring games.
. Explore colour and how colours can be changed.
. Be interested in and explore the texture of things.

Our work at Willow in this area is about supporting the children and their ideas, allowing them to make mistakes, follow their own interests and make creative links in their learning. We aim to help the children become creative thinkers by fostering an environment that will intrigue and capture their imaginations. We aim to do this by:
. Providing a stimulating environment in which creativity, originality and expressiveness are valued.

. Demonstrating, teaching and modeling skills and techniques associated with the things the children are doing e.g. how to stop the paint from dripping from the brush.

. Respecting the children’s ideas and encourage them to talk about their work, giving sensitive feedback, comments and asking questions which in turn help the child to evaluate their creations.

. Maintaining a rich range and diversity of basic materials e.g. paints, play dough, collage and box modeling.

. Providing sufficient time for children to explore, develop and experiment with ideas through a wide variety of media. 

Being imaginative 
Our aims for teaching Being Imaginative are that children will begin to:
. Develop preferences for forms of expression.
. Use movement as a form of expression.

. Sing to themselves and make up simple songs.

. Notice what adults do, imitating what is observed and then doing it spontaneously when the adult is not there.
.  Engage in imaginative and role play based on first hand experiences.

. Introduce a storyline or narrative into their play.
Our work at Willow in this area involves:

. Fostering the children’s enjoyment in their ability to take on roles, supporting their play whilst they explore express and develop feelings and ideas.

.Encouraging the children to play with or alongside other children who are engaged in the same theme.

. Playing alongside the children modelling intonation and expression creatively to enable them to adopt the appropriate language and vocabulary for different roles.

. Giving the children opportunities to develop their imaginative and role play by providing them with a range of resources including multi cultural resources which are suitable for different situations e.g. Hospital, home corner, shop, Garden centre, vets etc.

. Providing the children with stimulating, good quality dressing up clothes and accessories to enhance all areas of role play.

GUIDELINES
Weekly planning includes activities to develop Expressive Arts and Design.

The curriculum for Expressive Arts and Design includes a range of adult led activities, as well as child-initiated activities.

Activities take place individually and/or in small groups.
RECORDING AND ASSESMENT

A 30-50 month and a 40-60 month baseline assessment in Expressive arts and design is carried out on each child within their first 2 weeks of starting in the main nursery school. If the child is in Catkins class, a 30-50 moth baseline will be carried out when the child is 30months old and transfers onto the 30-50month teaching targets.
The child’s ‘Record of Progress is used as a format for recording baseline information and further progress throughout the year. Children’s records are updated regularly throughout the term. 

A tracking record keeps account of the child’s progress in Expressive arts and design over the academic year.

An exit assessment in Expressive arts and design is carried out at the end of the academic year.

