Willow Nursery School

Policy for Technology
Rationale

The aim at Willow Nursery school is to enable and prepare children to live in the technological world that is around them. We aim to integrate technology across the curriculum as a tool to facilitate learning. Technology enables access to learning that would not otherwise have taken place. It is important that children feel at ease with the technology that surrounds them and that they grow up to be “digitally literate” and equipped for new challenges in the future.
The EYFS guidance for technology provides the framework for the school’s curriculum in technology.

Please also refer to our policies for:  Understanding of the World; Health and Safety; Computer Security
The co-ordinator for technology is Ellie Crouchman
Policy reviewed: Spring 2018
Next review: Spring 2020
Aims

Our aims in teaching and learning of technology are that the children will begin to:
Gain confidence and enjoyment from technology activities

Develop skills which extend and enhance their learning throughout the curriculum

Develop awareness of technology in everyday life

Use the correct vocabulary associated with everyday technology 

Use a variety of technological resources e.g. PCs, laptops, the interactive plasma screen, programmable toys (Beebots), digital cameras and video cameras, metal detectors

Use a range of technology equipment within role and creative play

Have experience of a wide range of educational software, which will develop their knowledge and skills in other curriculum areas

We also aim to use technology as a tool to:

Enhance communication and collaboration between children

Increase parental involvement in their children’s learning

Enhance the management of children’s learning

Guidelines
Weekly/short-term planning includes activities to develop technology skills

Ipads and the interactive plasma screen are available for either free-choice or adult-led activities each day
The curriculum for technology includes adult-led and child-initiated/free choice activities

Activities take place individually and in small groups

Teaching and learning Approaches

There are iPads and an interactive plasma screen available for the children to use independently during the sessions. A range of child-friendly, educational software will be provided, related to the interests the children are currently exploring. 

Technology will be included in play activities, as appropriate. This includes role play and creative play. This is because play reflects real life experiences for the children and often their real life experiences are technology rich.

All technology equipment and resources will be used in one-to-one and small group work and activities.

Equal Opportunities

All children will have access to technological equipment regardless of gender, race, culture or ethnicity, disability or class. In some cases, positive action may be taken to ensure that children who have a special need are given priority of access.

Differentiation within the group will be implemented through the assessment procedures and through target-setting processes. 

Inclusion 

Our SEN policy ensures that we aim to meet the needs of children with SEN through a positive and differentiated approach. Specially designed technology equipment will be provided, as appropriate for any special need. We will also ensure that children with disabilities have access to computers.
With gifted and talented children, the use of technology will be especially encouraged so that capabilities and motivation are developed. 

Recording and assessment

A baseline assessment in technology is carried out within the child’s first two weeks of starting nursery.
Formal and informal observations of the child’s skills/progress in technology are carried out throughout the year

A tracking record keeps account of the child’s progress in technology over the academic year

An exit assessment in technology is carried out at the end of the academic year

Roles and Responsibilities

All co-ordinators share the responsibility for implementing technology across their area of learning

The co-ordinator for technology is Ellie Crouchman. The website co-ordinator is Miss Clair Prickett.
