Willow Nursery School
Policy for Personal, Social and Emotional Development

Rationale

At Willow Nursery School we aim to help children develop personal values and an understanding of themselves and others.  
This will enable them to learn how to work, play, co-operate with others and function happily within a group beyond their immediate family.

Children arrive at the school with differing levels of development and understanding.  Through observation and assessment, the qualified adults are able to record the children’s existing strengths gained in the home and the world around them.
Our guidelines provide the framework through which we build upon these strengths in our aim to provide each child with key experiences during their time in school.
Depending upon individual rates of achievement children will be provided with opportunities to extend their knowledge, understanding and skills.

The co-ordinator for Personal, Social and Emotional development is Debbie Patterson.
This policy was reviewed in Spring 2020
Next review: Spring 2022
Aims
The objectives within the Development Matters in the Early Years Foundation Stage framework for Personal, Social and Emotional Development are organised into three groups:

·  Making Relationships
· Self-Confidence and Self-Awareness
·  Managing Feelings and Behaviour
Our aims in teaching and learning of Personal, Social and Emotional Development are that the children will begin to:
· Grow in confidence and self-esteem and be able to operate independently

· To be able to express their own needs and views and show care and concern for others
· To have an understanding of feelings and to begin to respect the rules and boundaries 
Our aims in the teaching of Making Relationships are that children will begin to:

· Seek out others to share experiences
· Initiates play offering cues to peers to join them

· Keeps play going by responding to what others say or are doing
· Can Play in a group extending and elaborating play ideas
· Demonstrates friendly behaviour and begins to form good relationships with peers and familiar adults

· Initiates conversations and takes account of what others may say

· Takes steps to resolve conflicts
Our aims in the teaching and learning of Self-Confidence and Self-Awareness are that children will begin to:

· Separate from main carer with support and encouragement from a familiar adult
· Expresses own preferences and interests
· Show confidence in asking adults for help
· Welcomes and values praise for what they have done
·  Select and use activities and resources with help
· Enjoys responsibilities of carrying out small tasks

· Be more outgoing towards familiar people and more confident in new social situations

· Confident to talk to other children when playing and will communicate freely about own home and community

· Can describe self in positive terms
Our aims in the teaching and learning of Managing Feelings and Behaviour are that children will begin to:
· Express own feelings such as sad, happy, cross, scared
· Be aware own feelings and know that some actions and words can hurt or harm others
· Accept the needs of others and can take turns and share resources, sometimes with support from others

·  Tolerate delay when needs are not immediately met and understands wishes may not always be met

·  Adapt behaviour to different events, social situations and changes in routine
· Be aware of the boundaries set and of behavioural expectations in the setting

· Begin to be able to negotiate and solve problems without aggression, e.g. when someone has taken their toy 

      BULLYING

At Willow Nursery School any incident of bullying (physical or verbal) is considered a serious matter.
The member of staff seeing or hearing an incident should be the person to deal with the incident, and ensure the child’s key worker is informed.

Support from and involvement by the head teacher should be arranged by the key worker where appropriate. Discussion with the parents should be conducted by and agreed with the head teacher, and noted on the child’s full record. 

Guidelines
The curriculum for Personal, Social and Emotional Development is covered in accordance with the EYFS.
Weekly planning includes activities to develop Personal, Social and Emotional Skills.
The curriculum for Personal, Social and Emotional Development includes a range of adult led activities, as well as child-initiated activities.
Activities take place individually and/or in small groups. 
There are themed sessions that provide community cohesion and promote British Values.
Recording and Assessment
A 30-50 month and 40-60 month baseline assessment in PSE is carried out on each child within their first 2 weeks of starting in the main nursery school.  If the child is in Catkins class, a 30-50 month baseline assessment will be carried out when the child is 30 months old and transfers onto the 30-50 month teaching targets.  The child’s ‘Record of Progress’ is used as a format for recording baseline information and further progress throughout the year.  Children’s records are updated regularly throughout the term.  A tracking record keeps account of children’s progress in PSE over the academic year.  An exit assessment in PSE is carried out at the end of the academic year. 
2
4

