Willow Nursery School
Policy for Personal, Social and Emotional Development

Rationale

At Willow Nursery School we aim to help children develop personal values and an understanding of themselves and others.  
This will enable them to learn how to work, play, co-operate with others and function happily within a group beyond their immediate family.

Children arrive at the school with differing levels of development and understanding.  Through observation and assessment the qualified adults are able to record the children’s existing strengths gained in the home and world about them.
Our guidelines provide the framework through which we build upon these recorded strengths in our aim to provide each child with key experiences during their time in school.
Depending upon individual rates of achievement children will be provided with opportunities to extend their knowledge, understanding and skills.

The co-ordinator for Personal, Social and Emotional development is Kara Gaffney.
This policy was reviewed in Spring 2015
Next review: Spring 2017
Aims
The objectives within the Development Matters in the Early Years Foundation Stage framework for Personal, Social and Emotional Development are organised into three groups:

· PSE Development: Making Relationships
· PSE Development: Self-Confidence and Self-Awareness
· PSE Development: Managing Feelings and Behaviour
Our aims in teaching and learning of Personal, Social and Emotional Development are that the children will begin to:
· Grow in confidence and self-esteem and be able to operate independently

· To be able to express their own needs and views and show care and concern for others
· To have an understanding of feelings and to begin to respect the rules and boundaries 
Our aims in the teaching of Making Relationships are that children will begin to:

· Seek out others to share experiences
· Play in groups (ie role play)
· Be caring towards others
· Take turns and share
· Work as part of a group / class
· Start to form friendships with peers and adults
· Initiate conversations, attends to one another’s ideas
Our aims in the teaching and learning of Self-Confidence and Self-Awareness are that children will begin to:

· Separate from main carer
· Be interested , excited and motivated to learn
· Develop their confidence to ask for help
· Show pride in personal achievements
· Develop confidence and independence when selecting and carrying out activities
· Express views and opinions with adults
· Enjoy learning new skills

· To learn to be confident speakers
Our aims in the teaching and learning of Managing Feelings and Behaviour are that children will begin to:
· Gain an understanding of what is right and wrong, and why
· Able to express own feelings
· Are aware that some actions can hurt or harm others
· Show understanding and co-operate with some boundaries and routines
· Respond to the wishes and feelings of others
· Respond to significant experiences showing a range of feelings and be sensitive to the needs, views and feelings of others
· Understand that all feelings are acceptable but not all behaviours are
      BULLYING

At Willow Nursery School any incident of bullying (physical or verbal) is considered
a serious matter. The member of staff seeing or hearing an incident should be the person to deal with the incident, and ensure the child’s key worker is informed.

Support from and involvement by the head teacher should be arranged by the key worker where appropriate. Discussion with the parents should be conducted by and agreed with the head teacher, and noted on the child’s full record. 

Guidelines
The curriculum for Personal, Social and Emotional Development is covered in accordance with the EYFS.
Weekly planning includes activities to develop Personal, Social and Emotional Skills.
The curriculum for Personal, Social and Emotional Development includes a range of adult led activities, as well as child-initiated activities.
Activities take place individually and/or in small groups. 
There are themed sessions that provide community cohesion and promote British Values.
Recording and Assessment
A 30-50 month and 40-60 month baseline assessment in PSE is carried out on each child withinh their first 2 weeks of starting in the main nursery school.  If the child is in Catkins class, a 30-50 month baseline assessment will be carried out when the child is 30 months old and transfers onto the 30-50 month teaching targets.  The child’s ‘Record of Progress’ is used as a format for recording baseline information and furthers progresss throughout the year.  Children’s records are updated regularly throughout the term.  A tracking record keeps account of children’s progress in PSE over the academic year.  An exit assessment in PSE is carried out at the end of the academic year.

Monitoring
The co-ordinator monitors the area of learning annually, using the Statutory Framework for the EYFS and Development Matters as a guide.
An action plan for Personal, Social and Emotional Development is drawn up annually and this forms the basis of targets for the year. 
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