Policy Document for More Able Pupils

The co-ordinator with responsibility for ‘more able pupils’ is: Miss Clair Howe
This policy was reviewed in: Spring 2022
Review date: Spring 2024
At Willow Nursery School we believe that every child has entitlement to a challenging and stimulating education. We acknowledge the needs of the more able pupil within the overall framework of the school’s ethos of equal opportunities for all.
Aims

To provide a broad, balanced curriculum with opportunities to maximise development. 

To provide work at differentiated levels.

To provide opportunities to develop special skills and or / talents.

To provide open-ended activities that allow the more able child to pursue interests and develop abilities.

Definitions

(Provided by the Department for Children, Schools and Families.-DCSF in Identifying gifted and talented learners – getting started May 2008)

Gifted and talented learners are defined as those who have one or more abilities developed to a level significantly ahead of their year group (or with the potential to develop those abilities).

Gifted- describes learners who have the ability to excel academically in one or more subjects such as English, Drama, Technology.

Talented- describes learners who have the ability to excel in practical skills such as sport, leadership, artistic performance, or in an applied skill.

In this setting, we recognise that the term “gifted and talented” is little used in the Early Years and therefore we use the term “highest attainers” to describe the most able children within the cohort .
Identification
This should be a balanced process taking into account:

· Our entry assessment, which informs our Record of Progress. This document is based on the ‘Development Matters in the Early Years Foundation Stage’ guidance and so offers an objective framework to record children’s achievements and development. The information gathered offers comparative data within the cohort. This is the starting point for identifying those children with the highest scores within particular areas or overall. All staff are involved in gathering this initial information.
· A checklist of characteristics to look for. (See appendix A) This is a checklist drawn up by subject co-ordinators following a pilot study which was held in the setting in 2008. The checklist includes a list of characteristics which may be seen in a more able child in the general sense as well as characteristics which may be seen in a child with a particular  strength.
· Class teacher nomination. There is a termly whole-staff meeting to discuss children’s progress. We look at the updated tracking data. This is an opportunity for staff to nominate children in whom they have seen particular strengths or talents.

· Parent nomination. Our “New Starter” form, as well as informal and formal discussions with parents give the opportunity for parents to highlight particular strengths and talents that they have seen in their children.

· Feedback from a specialist e.g. music teacher, yoga teacher, sports coach. 
In general, children who score highly across a range of data and information will be strong candidates for inclusion in the cohort. The cohort will consist of approximately 30% of the children in the setting.

As well as co-ordinator monitoring, the cohort will be monitored by the SENCo, who will draw up individual IEPs where appropriate. 
The Deputy Headteacher will also monitor the cohort for ethnicity and gender.

Guidelines
There will be an initial assessment, using the ‘Development Matters’ document, which is carried out with each child, either as they join the nursery school (and are in the term when they are entitled to 15 or 30 hours of funded nursery education for the first time. The scores are analysed to identify the most able children overall across all areas of the early years foundation stage curriculum as well as within the different areas of the curriculum. 
When staff are planning an activity, they will consult the on-going class records to identify children with particular talents. Staff will plan activities to meet the needs of the more able pupils.
During child initiated activities, staff will aim to assist children individually, allowing them to explore their talents.  

Group times will be structured to meet the organisational needs of the group, and ability needs of children within those groups. Differentiated questioning will be used to address the varied needs and levels of development of the children in the group. 
There will be ongoing assessment as part of planned weekly activities. Children’s records will be updated on a weekly basis.

Children’s progress is tracked termly.

There will be weekly sharing of child observations with the classroom staff.

School staff meet with staff from receiving schools to share information on all children, including particular strengths and talents.

On a day to day basis staff will take all opportunities to praise up individual children to their parents, if the child shows good skill or attitude with a particular activity. 

Staff will use parent consultations as a time to share information with parents regarding their child’s achievements. Staff and parents will discuss together how to move children forward.

Monitoring

The DCSF points out that staff need to-

‘Monitor the effectiveness of the strategy. Use continuous and formative assessment to monitor the performance of pupils within and outside the cohort. You will need to pay particular attention to those just outside the able pupil cohort.’ 
The Headteacher monitors teaching and learning across the school. This includes monitoring the teaching and learning for the various groupings in the school e.g. children with SEN, the more able child, boys/girls, children with EAL.

Parental Involvement

We encourage parents to take an active part in their children’s development and share activities and progress with them formally and informally.

Appendix A

                                            Willow Nursery School - Spring 2008

Results of pilot study to identify the characteristics of the more able child

Characteristics of the more able child:

Confident

Independent

High levels of well-being

High levels of involvement

Persistent

Additional Characteristics of the more able child (CL+L):

Uses lots of spoken language and in a wide variety of contexts

Uses a wide range of curriculum activities, other than specifically language-based      

Creative in their play

Use language to suggest imaginative ideas

Interested in reading and writing, as well as spoken language

Additional Characteristics of the more able child (Maths):

Uses very precise mathematical language

Assertive

Playmakers

Observant

Not sex-stereotyped

Use maths materials in more than one way

Additional Characteristics of the more able child (K&U):

Visually observant

Played alone or in an intense pairing

Use language sparingly, but purposefully

Used ICT, sand, water, outdoor activities

Lots of “joining” activities”

Additional Characteristics of the more able child (Physical):

Over 50% could ride the two-wheeler bike

Popular with their peers

Lots to say, but not so good at seeing ideas through

Like to play outdoors

Additional Characteristics of the more able child (Creative):

Often play alone

Involved, extended play over a considerable amount of time

Purposeful

Additional Characteristics of the more able child (PSE):

Confident within the environment

Share personal experiences

Well suited to a range of activities

Like to participate

Produce good results

Interact with children and adults 
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