MATHEMATICS POLICY 
Rationale
At Willow Nursery School we aim to help children to think of the world in mathematical terms. By ensuring that mathematics is an integral part of school routine we consciously seek to transmit a positive attitude to mathematics and enrich the child’s understanding of the world around him/her.

Children are encouraged to use mathematics creatively and systematically in both focused and free play situations. These are planned so mathematics is perceived as useful, necessary and easily applicable. Children will be provided with opportunities to extend their knowledge, understanding and skills, as they work towards outcomes identified in the Early Years Foundation Stage framework.  
The co-ordinator for Mathematics is Miss Karaline Gaffney
Reviewed in Spring 2017
Next review in Spring 2019
Aims
The objectives within the Early Years Foundation Stage framework for Mathematics are organised into two groups:

i) Numbers 
ii) Shape, space and measure.

Our aims in the teaching and learning of Mathematics are that children will begin to:
· access a wide range of basic play materials and dedicated mathematics equipment, e.g. cooking equipment, building blocks, sand timers etc.
· think about their own use of mathematics in everyday life and at school. 
·  talk about what they are doing, as they play, using mathematical language  
Our aims in the teaching and learning of Number are that children will begin to:

· take part in activities and situations that encourage counting in sequence. 

· participate in imaginative and/or purposeful situations which prompt the writing and reading of numerals e.g. a shop with price tags attached to items.  
· listen to story-telling and rhymes which have a number theme, and begin to join in. 
· hear and use names for larger numbers.

· estimate numbers.
· solve practical problems.

· notice a difference in quantity.

· use the terms one more or one less when talking about quantity.

· combine sets of objects to count the total.
Our aims in the teaching and learning of Shape, space and measure are that children will begin to:

· extend their use of the language of mathematics e.g. “inside/outside”, “flat shape”, “same as / different from”, “repeating pattern” etc.

· understand space through participating in dance and ring games. 

· explore the properties of 2D and 3D shapes by experimenting with materials such as construction kits, pencils, paint, boxes and containers. 
· explore materials for sorting, ordering and comparing shapes, sizes, thickness etc. 
·  look at pattern making, including having the opportunity to talk about, copy and continue a pattern.
· compare weight, height and length etc.

·  use positional language.

·  explore malleable modelling materials, water, sand, solid building blocks, etc. to provide a sound basis for the realisation of conservation. 

Guidelines

Weekly planning includes activities to develop mathematics skills. The curriculum for Mathematics includes a range of adult led activities, as well as child – initiated activities. Activities take place individually and/or in small groups.
Recording and Assessment.

A 30-50 month and a 40-60 month baseline assessment in Mathematics is carried out on each child within their first 2 weeks of starting in the main nursery school. 

If the child is in Catkins class, a 30-50 month baseline will be carried out when the child is 30 months old and transfers on the 30-50 month teaching targets.

The child’s ‘Record of Progress’ is used as a format for recording baseline information and further progress throughout the year.  Children’s records are updated regularly throughout the term.

A tracking record keeps account of the child’s progress in Mathematics over the academic year.

An exit assessment in Mathematics is carried out at the end of the academic year.
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